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World Day of Social Justice 

20 February 2013 
 

The World Day of Social Justice was first celebrated in 2009.  It was established by the United 

Nations to encourage member states to devote 20 February to concrete activities for social justice. 

Two UN documents provide a framework for such activities: 

International Labour Organisation Declaration on Social Justice for a Fair Globalization 

http://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---

cabinet/documents/publication/wcms_099766.pdf 

World Summit on Social Development Declaration and Plan of Action 

http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/wssd/text-version/agreements/decpartc.htm 

 

The World Day of Social Justice reminds governments of the action commitments that they made in 

these two documents.  Fair trade and decent work are central themes in these documents. 

As people of faith, we recall how our important documents – the Gospels and the Social Teachings – 

call us to act for social justice.  What will our concrete activities to promote the justice of God’s 

Reign be this Lent? 

 

Here are some action ideas: 
 

A personal and active faith in God includes commitment to the justice of God’s reign -reflect on the 

call to social justice in Scripture. 

http://social-spirituality.net/the-call-to-justice-in-scripture/  

 

Respect for intellectual values encourages us to understand our Catholic justice tradition - learn 

how Catholic Social Teaching promotes social justice. 

http://social-spirituality.net/category/catholic-social-teaching/introduction/ 

http://www.faithdoingjustice.com.au/docs/HowCatholicSocialTeachingHelpsUsRespondtoIssues.pdf  

 

Building community as a Christian value involves sharing our resources – support Caritas’ Lenten 

campaign 

www.caritas.org.au 

www.caritas.org.nz 

 

Awareness of social justice impels us to action - join the Fair Trade Easter Egg campaign of 

Australian Catholic Religious Against Trafficking in Humans. 

http://www.goodshepherd.com.au/story/shop-fairtrade-good-shepherd 

http://www.stopthetraffik.org/campaign/chocolate 

 

Personal growth in wise freedom calls us to consider the impact of our decisions on the lives of 

others - consider how your school uniform choices can support the decent work agenda of the ILO 

http://www.fairwear.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2011/06/FairWear-Schools-Leaflet.pdf 
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